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April 17, 1942
MEMORANDUM 07 AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE WAR DEPARTMENT AND
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Preamble: The War Relocation Authority is an 
independent establishment created by Executive Order of 
the President, No. 9102 dhted March 18, 1943, with a 
primary objective of relieving the military establish­
ment of the burden of providing for the relocation of 
persons excluded from military areas by order of the 
Secretary of War or any designated military commander 
acting pursuant to Executive Order of the President, No. 
9066 dated Pebruary 19, 1942. The emphasis in all War 
Relocation Authority activities will be increasingly to 
alleviate the drain on military resources with regard to 
all phases of evacuation and relocation. The War Relocation 
Authority has agreed to prepare itself as rapidly as practi­
cable to assume those burdens now imposed on the War Department 
respecting such activities and particularly in connection 
with Pacific Coast evacuation now in progress. Accord­
ingly the following understanding is executed between the
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War Department and the War Relocation Authority to meet 
the present situation.
1. The evacuation of combat zones is a military 
necessity and when determined upon must not be retarded by 
resettlement and relocation. In other words, the timing of 
evacuation is a military function which War Relocation 
Authority will do all in its power to accommodate.
2. Assembly Centers are staging areas and neces­
sary because of the time required to select relocation sites 
and to construct Relocation Centers (Reception Centers). 
Assembly Centers are constructed and will be supplied and 
operated by the War Department.
3. Relocation sites, upon which Relocation Centers 
(Reception Centers) are built, are to be selected by the War 
Relocation Authority, subject to War Department approval.
4. The acquisition, as distinguished from se­
lection, of sites for Relocation Centers (Reception Centers) 
is a War Department function. Such acquisition will be made 
by the War Department upon the request of the War Relocation 
Authority. The War Relocation Authority will reimburse the 
War Department for the acquisition cost of relocation sites, 
or pay the cost in the first instance.
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As a part of the acquisition procedure, re­
specting both private and public lands, the War Depart­
ment, through an appropriate military commander, will 
advise the Chief Executive of the State concerned of 
the military necessity for the location of a relocation 
project within that State.
b. The War Relocation Authority has full responsi­
bility for compilation of the necessary data and descrip­
tions in connection with 3 and 4 above,
5. Construction of initial facilities at Relocation 
Centers (Reception Centers) will be accomplished by the War 
Department. This initial construction will include all fa­
cilities necessary to provide the minimum essentials of living, 
vis., shelter, hospital, mess, sanitary facilities, adminis­
tration building, housing for relocation staff, post office, 
store houses, essential refrigeration equipment, and military 
police housing. (War Department construction will not include 
refinements such as schools, churches and other community 
planning adjuncts.) The placement and construction of military 
police housing will be subject to the approval of the appropri­
ate military commander.
6. The War Department will procure and supply the 
initial equipment for Relocation Centers (Reception Centers), 
vis., kitchen equipment, minimum mess and barrack equipment,
REPRODUCED at THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES rg 107-183
Box 51
Folder 4
Item 17
Page 4
- 4 -
D
EC
LA
SS
IF
IE
D
f
hospital equipment and ten days' supply of non-perishable
subsistence based on the Relocation Center (Reception Center)
evacuee capacity. From the date of opening, or the date on
which the War Relocation Authority initiates the operation of 
any Relocation Center (Reception Center), as the case may be,
the War Department will transfer accountability for all such 
equipment and property to the War Relocation Authority. The
War Relocation Authority agrees to assume such accountability. 
Thereafter, the War Relocation Authority will maintain and re-
place all such equipment and property, including subsistence,
and will procure whatever additional supplies, subsistence and
equipment it may require. The War Department agrees that the
War Relocation Authority may effect its procurement through
War Department agencies.
a. As to all routine procurement effected by the
War Relocation Authority through War Department Agencies, 
 
said Authority agrees that it will transmit to the War
Department a forecast of its requirements semi-annually 
in advance and that it will confirm in writing to the 
appropriate War Department Agency its actual require
ments from time to time as the need for such procure-
ment develops. The War Relocation Authority will take 
all possible and practicable steps to inform the War
Department well in advance of its requirements.
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has arranged for inventories of goods stored by each evacuee. 
When evacuee goods are stored and the Federal Reserve Bank 
delivers inventory receipts to the War Relocation Authority, 
said Authority will accept such receipts from the Federal 
Reserve Bank of San Francisco and, upon such acceptance, said 
Authority assumes the responsibility now borne by the War 
Department for the warehousing program, including the assumption, 
from the date of delivery of receipts, of payment of all costs. 
Thereafter, the disposition of such household effects and the 
transportation thereof to Relocation Centers, or elsewhere, will 
be the sole responsibility of the War Relocation Authority.
9. In the interest of the security of the evacuees 
relocation sites will be designated by the appropriate military 
commander or by the Secretary of War, as the case may be, as 
prohibited zones and military areas, and appropriate restric­
tions with respect to the rights of evacuees and others to 
enter, remain in, or leave such areas will be promulgated 
so that ingress and egress of all persons, including evacuees, 
will be subject to the control of the responsible Military 
Commander. Each relocation site will be under Military Police 
patrol and protection as determined by the War Department. 
Relocation Centers (Reception Centers) will have a minimum 
capacity of 5,000 evacuees (until otherwise agreed to) in order
— 5 -
REPRODUCED at the national archives
- 7 -
RG 107-183
Box 51
Folder 4
Item 12
Page 6
that the number of Military Police required for patrol and 
protection will be kept at a minimum.
10. It is understood that all commitments herein 
as relate to the use of War Department and/or War Relocation 
funds are subject to the approval of the Bureau of the Budget.
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
WAR DEPARTMENT
(SIGNED) JOHN J. McCLOY
by _________________
Assistant Secretary of War
